Organising Amphibopoly


The rules of the game

Teams of up to eight young people (hey, they don’t have to be young people, just play the game with friends!) start from a point in London and race round using an Oyster card, or a day travelcard (play at the weekend and it’s off-peak!) or just a debit card, to take trains and buses. They score points for each street they visit, double if they have the set. Scores are huge!

You can ask teams to carry something as their playing piece. To show they have visited the road, ask them to take a photo of all of their team and their playing piece, with the street sign in the background. Then they send you the photo.

Think carefully about how you take the photos of young people. We took photos on a leader’s phone on Instagram, and sent them to the Game Leader’s phone, so they weren’t stored on the devices. The DMs on our Instagram account is only accessible to leaders and to our Safeguarding Officer.

Add complexity by adding in a morning checkpoint and a lunch checkpoint, and if they’re late for the finish time…?! Don’t make it unbearable by making these minus points too extravagant. You don’t want people wanting to head home at lunchtime, knowing they can’t win. We ask people to be present for lunch for half an hour in a one hour window. We ask people to hit a checkpoint at any point in a fifteen- or thirty- minute window. You can make it as easy or hard as you like. Just be clear before you start what you want: ‘Arrive between 12.30 and 1.00 for lunch and stay for at least 30 minutes.’

Before the game, change the names Team 1, Team 2, etc. at the top of the Excel scoring table to whatever name will help the Game Leader remember who’s who: ‘Jonny and Jim’ will work fine! See Jonny on a photo, it’s his team!

During the game, the Game Leader sits with their laptop open (I’d recommend a café near your first checkpoint) and as they get a photo of Jonny and Jim’s team in Trafalgar Square, enter ‘1’ under ‘Jonny and Jim’ against Trafalgar Square. The Excel document does the rest. I’d suggest to save arguments, work down each column with the leaders who should know where they went to. Any disagreement at the end of the day and you can always look at the photos again and compare them with the table. Don’t get too excited though, or you might miss the checkpoint. 

Want more complexity (this might be unbearable)? Ring up during the day once or twice to add in a challenge or reward, like ‘Go to Mayfair’ or ‘Go back three spaces’ (your next photo has to be where you were three photos ago!) or ‘Win £100 in a photo competition.’ To be random, draw a card to do this. 

Not in London? Use streets from your town or city, add them into the scoring table and choose some points for them.

What you might need:

· Your fully-charged mobile phone (imagine if you forgot)
· Train tickets if required
· Prizes
· Maps with scoring roads marked on them. Watch out for copyright issues.
· Laptop and power cable with Excel scoring table
· Underground maps
· Team lists
· Road score sheets
· Young people’s safety information
· Leaders’ safety information
· Street maps
· First aid kit
· Risk assessment
· Notes for day (including timings)
· Health forms
· Enough cash/credit cards to sit in cafes all day (the cost of leadership…)

Top tips

Run through the safety instructions for all leaders really carefully. 

You may want to work out beforehand who will be most and least keen to run. Try not to put these people together, but do remember you are building community.

Think carefully about your checkpoint and lunch location. Don’t make the checkpoint impossible (it is unlikely anyone will go out to Old Kent Road, or even Whitechapel). Try to plan lunch so it is near food outlets and definitely near a toilet. We have had lunch at Green Park just south of the Underground exit at the path crossing and the north corner of St James Park. We’ve had checkpoints at Nelson’s Column (north side) and the viewing platform next to Tower Hill tube station. We’ve finished the game at the path crossing at Hanover Square and the Statue of Achilles at Hyde Park. But do let people know the exact location and points missed if they are late. 


Done it before? 

We played it one year and added in two Wallies dressed up. Bonus points if you saw Wallies or got them in your photos… Wallies were given a secret route to follow and would be near meeting points as people arrived. Unhide the columns and the Wallies should appear.

Do please get in touch if you are at all confused by anything or if you can see something that could be improved.
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